The title compound, C 18 H 17 BrO 2 , is a key intermediate in the synthesis of lomitapide mesylate, a microsomal triglyceride transfer protein inhibitor. Its asymmetric unit contains two independent molecules with slightly different conformations; the mean planes of the 4-bromobutyl and carboxylate groups in the two molecules form dihedral angles of 24.54 (12) and 17.10 (18) . In the crystal, carboxylate groups are involved in O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding, which leads to the formation of two crystallographically independent centrosymmetric dimers. Weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions further link these dimers into layers parallel to the bc plane. 
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S1. Comment
Lomitapide mesylate is a microsomal triglyceride transfer protein inhibitor which can lower the level of low density lipoprotein cholesterol in plasma. It has a new mechanism on lowering the lipid and mainly used by patients with homozygous familial hypercholesterolemia (Stein et al. (2009); Cuchel et al. (2013) ; Burnett & Watts (2007) . The crystal structure of the title compound, a key intermediate in the synthesis of lomitapide mesylate is reported here.
As shown in Fig. 1 , it crystallizes with two similar molecules (A and B) in the asymmetric unit. In molecule A, the C2-C14 triple-ring plane and the carbon chain plane defined by C1/C2/C15/C16/C17/C18 formed a dihedral angle of 86.88 (11)°. Molecule B exhibited a similar conformation to molecule A, with the dihedral angle of 86.85 (11)°. In the crystal, the packing is realised by intermolecular C-H···O and O-H···O interactions.
S2. Experimental
9-(4-Bromobutyl)-9H-fluorene-9-carboxylic acid 5.0 g (0.024 mol) 9H-fluorene-9-carboxylic acid was dissolved into 120 ml THF at 273 K, a solution of n-butyllithium (2.5 M, 22 ml, 0.055 mol) in THF was dropwised into the mixture and stirred for 1 h. Then 1,4-dibromobutane (3.2 ml, 0.026 mol) was added dropwise over 30 min. The reaction was stirred at 273 K for 30 min. Then the reaction was warmed to room temperature for 30 h. The reaction was extracted with water (3 × 75 ml), the combined aqueous was extracted with 2-methoxy-2-methylpropane (80 ml). The aqueous was made acidic with HCl (1 N, 50 ml), then extracted with dichloromethane (3 × 75 ml), the combined organic layers ere dried over Na 2 SO 4 . Evaporation gave 7.0 g yellow solid as crude product. The solid was dissolved in a mixture of petroleum ether (24 ml) and ethyl acetate (4 ml) at 298 K, then white crystals were generated slowly. 
S3. Refinement
All the H atoms were geometrically positioned with O-H=0.84 Å, C-H=0.95 Å (aromatic CH) and 0.99 Å (CH 2 ), U iso = 1.5 or 1.2U eq (O or C).
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Figure 1
The content of asymmetric unit of (I) showing the atomic numbering and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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